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Biblical Word Study:
Forgive/Forgiveness

Hebrew Definition:

Greek Definition:

Secular Definition:

After learning the definitions of Forgiveness, in your own words, how would
you define Forgiveness?




Name 10 Bible verses about Forgiveness:

Memorize one of the above verses which resonates with you.

Are there requirements for us to be forgiven, if so, what are they?

What is the connection between Forgiveness, Mercy, Peace, and Propitiation?

Does God want to forgive us? If so, why?

Is Forgiveness a New Testament dispensation, or has Forgiveness been available
all throughout human history?




Name 10 Old Testament scriptures where God forgave someone (Hint: Start in
Genesis)

Name 10 New Testament scriptures where God forgave someone

Which Old Testament example of Forgiveness is your favorite, why?

Which New Testament example of Forgiveness is your favorite, why?




Self- Reflection:

Self Reflection is an essential part of studying because it helps you to apply the
Word to your personal life. It also enables you to see the ways the Lord may be
using your studies to speak to you.

Which biblical figure do you relate most to on the topic of forgiveness? Why?
(i.e. Adam, Abraham, Jacob, David, Peter, Saul/Paul)

Have you been a forgiving person? Why, or why not?

Can you identify ways that you have not demonstrated love and mercy towards
your offenders? What are they?




Oftentimes, we fool ourselves into believing we’ve forgiven everyone who has
hurt, traumatized, offended, or disappointed, us. We are reluctant to truly deal
with the hate, anger, and pain in our hearts because as “good Christians”
forgiveness should be easy. Most negative feelings or thoughts are written off
as attacks from the devil as we ignore the brokenness in our hearts and souls.
We then go through life with trust issues, emotional issues, spiritual issues, and
sometimes mental issues. We cannot get very far with God without
demonstrating true forgiveness. Employ the below prayer right now, and any
other time you feel the Holy Spirit alerting you that something may be wrong.
Repeat the words below.

“Father in the name of Jesus, I want a free and clear heart before you now and
on Judgement Day. I want to live in true biblical and godly love which keeps no
record of wrong. I am aware that I may be holding on to offenses. Give me a
heart and spirit to receive the truth about the condition of my heart and soul.
Give me the understanding I need to let it go, forgive, and move on completely.
Holy Spirit, show me anyone I have not forgiven.”

Now take a few minutes and wait for His response.

Studying the Word is not just a time to gain knowledge of the Bible, it is a time
we listen to what the Lord is saying to us, about us. Remember, the Word is
alive and active. It is speaking directly to YOU, and your current situation.
Through the Word of God, we can safely hear and follow God’s voice. As you
study and search the scriptures, remember the Words of the Holy Spirit
through the Apostle James.

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks
intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away
and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer
who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.”

-James 1:22-25



